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structural change and ionisation are two entirely independent
phenomena, in the sense that one of them can be observed
when the other is absent. It is undesirable to say that
structural changes " majr occur in the radical when it leaves
the neutral molecule to form an ion," since it appears to be very
clearly established that the structural alteration takes place in
the undissociated compound, as the behaviour of esters derived
from the pseudo-acids shows. Thirdly, it is surprising to find
anyone maintaining at the present day that Ostwald's hypo-
thesis is unaffected by the question of structural changes in
the indicator itself. Ostwald's hypothesis is based upon the
erroneous assumption that a colour-change is produced when
a colourless salt or acid becomes ionised, an assumption which
is in flat contradiction with all our experience up to the
present. This colour-change is the very root of the question:
no colour-change, no indicator; and any hypothesis which
is in error in the matter of the colour-change is obviously an
incorrect* attempt to solve the indicator problem. It is to be
hoped that, in future, misapprehensions of this kind will dis-
appear from text-books and that something more accurate "will
take their place.